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Readers’ photo of the week 

Texture and drama beneath the hills 

Send us your 
photographs 
showing off all this 
wonderful part of the 
world has to offer. 

It doesn’t have to 
be just the stunning 
surroundings - 
photographs can be 
of anything providing 
they are taken in the 
strath. 

In return, we’ll be 
giving away a £25 
food hamper or gift 
voucher courtesy 
of the famous 
Rothiemurchus 
Estate which can 
be spent at their 
fantastic estate farm 
shop, on one of 
the many outdoor 
activities they offer 
or to get an annual 
family membership 
as a Friend of 
Rothiemurchus 
which provides loads 
of perks. 


Laugh, play, relax 
..ROTHIEMURCHUS 


Let us not confuse belief and evidence in wonder of eclipse 




This latest winning readers’ photographer of the week was taken by Mr James Ballantyne, of Hillside Avenue, Kingussie, who said: “It is 
a view towards snow capped hills of Glen Banchor on a day of broken cloud. I liked the drama that the black and white image gives the 
scene.” 


Readers’ letters 

Turning back on their 
'no planting' promise 

Sir, - Joe Dorward (Letters, Strathy) rightly criticis- 
es the RSPB for applying to plant thousands of trees 
in south Abernethy, and the Forestry Commission 
because they deserted long-held policies for natu- 
ral tree regeneration by self-seeding when they un- 
wisely approved the RSPB scheme. 

Donors helped the RSPB to buy Abernethy for 
forest expansion by natural seeding. The RSPB 
agreed this policy. Now, they have broken their 
word by planting. They are honour-bound to refund 
the donors. 

After purchase, the RSPB received some criticism 
locally. They asked me as a northern Scot who knew 
many local folk to help, and in 1991 they published 
my article in their Birds magazine. In my article I 
praised their aim of self-seeding. Now that they 
plant, I wish I had not helped. I feel betrayed. 

The Great Wood of Caledon by Hugh Miles and 
Brian Jackman (1991) wrote of Abernethy, advised 
by RSPB Manager Stewart Taylor, 'there will be no 
planting! In 1993, the RSPB published Time for 
Pine. On Abernethy, 'grazing is being reduced to a 
level which allows natural regeneration! 

The RSPB’s Nature Reserves and Local People in 
1998, with Stewart Taylor as first author, stressed 
self-seeding. 

Now, the RSPB have lost their way in the 
Cairngorms. Their interference is landscape garden- 
ing in a place where nature should reign. Arrogantly 
they think they know better than nature. 

They damage their integrity by ditching promises 
to donors who made purchase possible. Ending the 
scheme would stop the rot, and earn praise. 

Scottish Natural Heritage deserve condemnation 
for approving the RSPB scheme. The decision was 
taken by three local staff, none a recognised author- 
ity on pinewoods. 

Senior SNH scientists were not consulted, yet this 
was an issue of national and international signifi- 
cance, not just local. SNH covered up this bungling 
by not divulging it to the public who pay for SNH, or 
to the politicians who authorise the funding. 

Yours etc, 
Dr Adam Watson, 
Crathes, 
Banchory. 

Parliament of minorities will 
not survive for the duration 

Sir, - A wise teacher counselled her class "... to ex- 
ploit what you have rather than pine for what you 
think you could do with more" 

The SNP is abroad in force demanding more and 
more but unable to demonstrate how Utopia will be 
achieved. 

Better that in a (likely) parliament of minori- 
ties each interest demonstrates why it merits more 
power. 

For, surely, this parliament will not survive until 
2020 ending the five year "rule" with another British 
election in, probably, 2017. It looks like an election 
per year for the foreseeable future. 

It's not an attractive prospect for the quality of 
electioneering will diminish as funds peter out. 

Yours etc, 
Geoff Smith, 
23, Strathspey Drive, 
Grantown. 


Sir, - Unlike many theocracies, we enjoy freedom 
of religious expression. I was, however, somewhat 
surprised to read Mr Morrison's undisguised ser- 
mon in the Strathy (Earth's solar eclipses are surely 
the proof of the power of God - Strathy, April 2). 

The rational argument is of course that the uni- 
verse follows universal physical laws, as revealed 
by 500 years of empirical science. This allows us to 
predict eclipses and avoid the meaningless rituals 
which our ancestors employed to avert the wrath of 
God/The Gods. 


Does not such predictive ability in itself disprove 
the proposition in question? Many anti theists re- 
gard revealed religion as the biggest historical barri- 
er to human progress and human rights, as a glance 
at current world news headlines will exemplify. 

Thankfully we are still all free to embrace the 
tenets of any form of revealed religion we choose, 
whether our chosen dogma has its roots in the be- 
liefs of Bronze and/or Dark Age pastoralists, 19th 
Century entrepreneurs and/or modern science 
fiction. 


We are, however, also free to assert and defend 
scientific rationalism. Who was it said: "for those 
that believe no proof is necessary, for those that do 
not, no proof is possible"? 

The eclipse was a wonderful, moving event. 
However, let us not confuse belief and evidence. 
They are separate paradigms. You cannot use one 
to justify the other. 

Yours etc, 
David Leadbetter, 
Kincraig. 


We need to elect many SNP MPs 


NHS funding blame defies logic 


Sir, - It is a sad fact to think that whatever party 
becomes the ruling one after the Westminster 
General Election, be it Labour or Conservative, 
both parties have signed up for a further £35 billion 
of austerity cuts. 

This will impact on Scotland with a reduction 
of £3.5 billion of the monies provided to Scotland 
under the Barnett Formula making it hard for the 
Scottish Government to maintain its present spend- 
ing levels on the NHS, education, etc. 

It occurs to me that this is why it is so important 
to elect as many SNP MPs as possible, so that we 
have a loud voice for Scotland in Westminster and 
prevent these insane cuts, when the obvious cur- 
rent need is to expand the economy. 

Yours etc, 
Pat Welsh, 
34, Kintail Place, 
Dingwall. 


Sir, - Among the many election leaflets from Danny 
Alexander (the Lib-Dems must be spending a fortune) is 
a very odd one which has just arrived. 

In it Danny claims that the SNP has significantly un- 
derfunded the NHS in the Highlands, and will continue 
to do so - though no doubt the SNP would dispute this. 
Whatever the true position, Danny goes on to claim that 
is why he is so determined to stop the SNP from winning 
this seat on May 7. What an incredible lack of logic! 

Danny has been our MP during the whole time of this 
alleged underfunding, and has evidently been unable 
to affect the situation. The NHS, as we all know, is a de- 
volved matter, and if Danny has not prevented the un- 
derfunding up till now, why on earth should we expect 
him to in the future? 

Yours etc, 
Jim MacEwan, 
Nethy Bridge. 


If SNP do well, Scotland could be on our way to help! 


Sir, - One of the benefits of 
having a music festival catering 
business is that you get to travel 
to, and meet folk from, all parts 
of the UK. 

Last May, having the week 
before been in London mar- 
velling at the huge wealth and 
culture of one of the world's 
foremost cities, I found myself 
pulling my 1962 trailer "Black 
Bettie" past mile after mile of 
derelict former dockland which 
is the Liverpool water front. 

How, I asked myself could a 
country allow such wealth to ac- 
cumulate in one part and leave 
such devastation elsewhere? 


At the City Festival a young 
lad recognising my Scots ac- 
cent asked would we vote to 
be independent. I was there 
to sell pizza, I did not really 
want to answer that or express 
preference. 

At that time we were in the 
low 20s as a per centage that 
would vote Yes so I replied, 
in a deliberately neutral tone, 
that I thought it unlikely we 
would vote Yes. The lad obvi- 
ously needed something more 
so I continued "It is just that we 
are sick of Westminster rule" 
Well that did it, "Christ," he re- 
plied, "we are all sick of that." 


He continued "I don’t know 
what we will do if you Scots 
leave us but I am telling you, 
you would be crazy if you don't 
take the chance." 

Well we did not take that 
opportunity but I would like 
to think if that young lad had 
watched the leader’s debate 
and heard Nicola Sturgeon’s 
words he would conclude that 
if Scotland delivers a large con- 
tingent of SNP MPs, then we're 
coming to help. 

Yours etc, 
Gordon Thomson, 
50 High Street, 
Kingussie. 



